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ly engaged in a War, for the Preſerva- 

tion of her Commerce and Colonies, 

againſt a dangerous and powerful Enemy; and 
when, of Conſequence, it becomes the Duty of 
every Briton, to ſteel his Breaſt, with a ſteady 
and determined Reſolution, to hazard his Per- 
ſon and to ſacrifice his Fortune, in Defence of 
his Religion, Liberty, Property, Poſterity, Re- 
lations, Friends, and whatever elſe is dear and 
valuable in Society : In ſuch a State of Things, 
I fay, when a Temper like this is abſolutely re- 
quiſite, for the Attainment of the firſt and 
greateſt of temporal Purpoſes, the Preſervation 
and Welfare of our Country, it is a moſt me- 
lancholy Conſideration, to hear many Perſons 
of Rank and Fortune talk of our Condition in a 
deſpairing and deſponding Manner, and thereby 
daunt that Spirit at Home, which can alone 
give us Succeſs Abroad. Inſtead of thus ſpread- 
ing Terror and Diſmay, which can ſerve only 
to invite Diſtreſs, and haſten that Ruin which 
| B they 
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they ſeem fo much to fear, they ought ſurely to 
ſhew their own Significance, by exhorting the 
People to exert with Courage the Strength, 
Riches, and Power, of theſe Nations, againſt 
their implacable Enemies. They ought to point 
out to them the Reſources we have within our- 
ſelves, which are fully ſufficient, if chearfully 
employed and wiſely conducted, not only to de- 
fend Great-Britain and Ireland from all Invad- 
ers, but alſo to preſerve our Trade and to pro- 
tect our Colonies, and even to make our Ene- 
mies feel, in their foreign Poſſeſſions, how dan- 
gerous it is to injure and provoke a free People. 
But as this is not the Duty alone of the Rich 
and Great, but of every Individual alſo, who 
has the Honour to be born, and the Happineſs 
to live, under this excellent Conſtitution, the 
following Thoughts, I hope, will not be unac- 
ceptable, as they flow ſolely from an impartial In- 
tention to ſet theſe important Points in as clear 
and as ſtrong a Light as it is in the Power of a 
private Man to place them. 

As to the Meaſures requifite to be taken for 
eſtabliſhing a competent Force for carrying on 
the War with Vigour, we have not the leaſt. 
Reaſon to doubt that they may be taken with- 
out any grievous Diſtreſs to the Nation. There 
are certainly, within the united Kingdoms of 
Great-Britain and Kingdom of Ireland, in- 
cluding thoſe who are already in his Majeſty's 
Service, a ſufficient Number of Men fit to bear 
Arms, without. taking any from neceſſary La- 

bour, 
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bour, or from their Employment in uſeful Ma- 
nufactures. In order to be ſatisfied in this, let 
us conſider What the Numbers are that may be 
requited for the Sea and Land Service, and it 
will appear to every Man, who is a competent 
Judge of the preſent State of theſe Nations, 
that, without any great Difficulty, they may be 
ſupplied and recruited from Time to Time, ſo 
long as the War ſhall continue, and render the 
Support of ſuch Armaments neceſſary. 

Wr ſhall ſuppoſe, that ſixty thouſand Sea- 
men are annually employed on board the Navy; 
that thirty thouſand regular Troops be kept on 
Foot in South, ten thouſand in North Britain; 

twenty thouſand in Ireland, and that twenty 
| thouſand more are deſtined for the Service in 
Gibraltar, the Protection of the Colonies, and 
to act againſt the Enemy in other Places, as 
Occaſion may require. | 

As ample an Eſtabliſhment as this may 
ſeem, and as great as the Expence muſt be, 
with which it will naturally be attended, ſince, 
except the twenty thouſand Men in Ireland, all 
theſe Seamen and Soldiers muſt be ſupported by 
Great-Britain ; yet it may be with Truth af- 
firmed, that this vaſt Expence can never impo- 
veriſh us. For, as almoſt all the Money raiſed 
for their Subſiſtance will be expended here at 
Home, or in our Settlements and Colonies 
Abroad, from whence it will be quickly drawn 
again for the Produce of our ManufaQtures, it 
is demonſtrable, that, in a National View, the 
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neceſlary Diſburſements for this formidable 
Fleet and Army will not affect our Trade, or 
diminiſh our Riches, in the ſame Degree as the 
Maintenance but of ten thouſand Men in Flan- 
ders, or the Payment of one hundred thouſand 
Pounds per Annum in foreign Subſidies. So 
wide the Difference is in the ra of a War 
made by our own Troops for our own Service, 
and the Sums that are requiſite to ſuſtain our 
Share in any general Confederacy upon the Con- 
tinent, 

Taz Cauſes of this effential and for rizing: 
Diſt inction in Expence, are not either — to 
find, or difficult to be underſtood; for, while 
the Money ſpent in our Service, is ſpent among 
ourſelves, it only creates a Circulation through 
new Channels; whereas, if we maintain either 
our own, Troops upon the Continent, or pay 
thoſe of other Princes and States for acting in 
our Service, whatever Sums are either remitted, 
or ſent in Specie, becomes ſo much Money loſt 
to the Nation; or which is the ſame thing, 
though conſidered. in another point of Light, 
diminiſh. the Ballance of our Trade, with thoſe 
Nations by .whom «oe are Gainers; or increaſe 
that Ballance in favour of thoſe Countries, that 
from our Intercourſe in Trade with them, are 
Gainers by us. ; 
Wr may alſo conſider, that in fo large, and 
in ſo complicated an Expence, there muſt be 
Foo | for great e by a prudent Geng. 
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without any Diminution, of what is really re- 
quiſite for the ſeveral Services. 

IT is but too evident, that in the Sums expend- 
ed in the building, fitting, and victualliag the 
Navy, there is ſome waſte ; and it is well enough 
known, that the Wages paid to Britiſb Seamen, 
that is, the Wages which the Publick pays, are 
higher than in other Nations. In reſpect to the 
former, a late Writer has very clearly ſhewn, that 
ten per Cent. at leaſt, might be ſaved, if all the 
Contracts were made for ready Money. I will 
take the Liberty of adding to this; that a far- 
ther Saving to a very conſiderable Amount, 
might be made, by ſuppreſſing Frauds, and 
correting Abuſes in the Dock-Yards, &c. which 
are as ſcandalous from their Notoriety, as detri- 
mental in their Conſequences to the Publick. 

In reſpect to the latter, that is Seamen's 
Wages, their Tickets are at this time fold at 
forty per Cent. Diſcount ; or in other Words the 
poor Men loſe eight Shillings out of twenty. 
A cruel and oppreſſive Deduction ! Which if 
not the only, is at leaſt the principal Cauſe, 
why Seamen have ſo great a Diſlike, and ſo 
ſtrong an Averſion to the Publick Service; it is 
this makes the Practice of Preſſing neceſſary, 
which at the ſame time that it is injurious to 
them, brings a heavy and unneceſſary Expence 
upon the Publick. On the other hand, I am 
well aſlured, that if a proper Fund was eſtabliſh- 
ed, for the regular Payment of their Wages, 
aſcertained by Tickets, ſent home to . heir 
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Wives or Relations, while abroad, or diſcharg- 
ing them in ready Money, as ſoon as they re- 
turned to Plymouth, Portſmouth, or other Ports, 
they would now, as formerly they did, reſort 
in Crouds to enter on board the King's Ships, 
and be content likewiſe with ſmaller Wages. 

As the Money annually raiſed for the Service 
of the Navy is as ſecure a Fund, for the diſ- 
charge of Seamen's Wages, as can be deſired ; 
ſo nothing is more eaſy, than to point out a 
plain and proper Method, for removing this 
Grievance, and relieving theſe valuable Men, 
who run ſo many and ſo great Riſks, in the 
Service of their Country, from ſuch heavy and 
iniquitous Extortion, and thereby diſpoſe them, 
to relieve the Publick in their Turn, from the 
Burthen of rather too large Wages, which the 
Nation pays, though they do not receive it. The 
Method propoſed is this. Let Exchequer- Bills 
be iſſued, with an Intereſt of one Penny a Day 
for every hundred Pounds, 'till they are diſ- 
charged ; which ought to be done, by ſetting 
them off for Payment, as the Money is iſſued 
from the Exchequer, in the very ſame manner 
that is now practiſed, in reference to the Orders 
on the Land-Tax. By this Scheme; the Money 
might be at any time raiſed at a very eaſy Ex- 
pence, or the Tickets themſelves might be con- 
verted into ſuch Excbegquer- Bills, and anfwer 
the ſame end as Money. This is a Remedy ſo 
eaſy, and ſo practicable, for a Miſchief ſo great 
and of ſo long Continuance, that one would 
— | hope 
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hope, that it would ſcarce be ſooner mentioned, 
than adopted; ſince it would turn equally to the 
Account of the Seamen and the Nation, and 
only take an exorbitant Profit from thoſe, who 
have been but too long connived at in preying 
upon both. | 

THE Pay allowed to the Army is much 
higher in Great-Britain and Ireland, than in 
any other Part of Europe, yet as our way of 
Living is very different from, and the neceſſa- 
ries of Life much more expenſive than in other 
Nations, I am very far from propoſing any Re- 
duction whatever in the. Pay of the Soldiers, 
On the contrary, I could wiſh their Income 
was increaſed, by employing them four Days 
in a Week, in mending the Publick Roads, 
making Rivers navigable, repairing Fortifica- 
tions, or where nothing of this Kind is to be 
done, in mowing, reaping, threſhing, or any 
other Labour of that Sort. This would anſwer 
ſo many valuable Purpoſes, that I perſwade my- 
ſelf it will meet with Approbation, whenever 
it finds a proper degree of Attention. 

For in the firſt Place, it will render theſe 
Men doubly uſeful to their Country, reduce the 
Price of Labour, where it is exorbitant, facili- 
tate Works of publick Utility, which for want 
of Hands are neglected. In the next Place, it 
will enable thoſe Men to get their Bread readi- 
ly and honeſtly, whenever they are reduced or 


diſbanded; it will make them more familiar 


with, and leſs obnoxious to, the People, of the 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral Counties, in which they are quartered. 
In their military Capacity again, it will render 
a Soldier's Life leſs irkſome, and more reputa- 
ble; it will keep them in better Health, and 
take away moſt of the Temptations to Deſer- 
tion; at the ſame time that they become more 
active, hardy, and robuſt, and conſequently 
qualify them much better for Service, than it 
they had no other Employment than curling 
and poywdering their. Hair, ſauntering about the 
Streets; lounging over a Pack of Cards at an 
Alchouſe, and ſpreading a Spirit of Lazineſs and 
Debauchery through the Youth of both Sexes in 
the Neighboured of thoſe Places in which they 
are quartered, | 
As by working four Days, they would cer- 
tainly earn from Zwo to three Shillings a Week, 
and as the greateſt Part of this Money, would 
be probably confumed in the Inns and Publick 
Houſes where they are quartered, and where of 
Courſe they would ſpend their Evenings com- 
fortably, after the Labour of the Day was over ; 
this would render them no longer unwelcome 
Gueſts, but on the contrary would create ſuch 
a Circulation of Money, that inſtead of dreadin 
their Approach or ſolliciting their Removal, hols | 
who are now ſo much afraid of them, would 
rejoice at their coming, and be very glad of their 
continuing, at leaſt there would be an end of a 
Grievance, that has been often and loudly re- 
preſented, as deſtructive of the LI 4 
| thole 
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thoſe who in other reſpects contribute largely 
to the Publick Revenue. - 

By this Scheme, ſo ſimple in itſelf, which 

may be conceived as ſoon as read, and without 

any difhculty carried into Practice, the Troops 
of Great. Britain would be kept in conſtant 
Order, under exact Diſcipline, be leſs obnoxi- 
ous, of much more Utility, then they are at 
preſent, and withal receive double Pay, without 
putting the Publich to a Penny more Expence. 

BEFORE we proceed to the great Point of 
exhibiting the Means by which, in Conjunction 
with the preſent national Revenue, all the Sup- 
plies neceſſary for the Payment of the F orces, 
and for the Diſcharge of other extraordinary 
Expences, inſeparable from a State of War, 
may be raiſed within the Compe/s of the current 
Tear ; it will be expedient to lay down a few 
Propoſitions, relative to the Method of impoſing 
and colleQing, as well the Taxes that at preſent 
ſubſiſt, as the new Ones, that are to be pro- 
poſed. For this 1s a Point of very great Impor- 
tance, ſince an Error committed therein, may 
render a Tax very light in itſelf highly grievous 
to the Subject; as, on the contrary, heavier 
Taxes, that is, ſuch as bring more Money into 
the publick Treaſury, may be levied in ſuch a 
Manner, as to be leſs troubleſome, and at the 
ſame time, leſs burthenſome to the Peo ple. 

IN the firſt Place then I muſt RT. that 
many of the Taxes which are now paid, are 
charged upon the Commodities in the Hands -d 
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the original Manufatturer, or Importer, and 
conſequently draw with them, through their 
whole Progreſs, a Profit upon that Tax, as well 
as upon their hit Value, or prime Coſt. For 
it is the Cuſtom of Merchants, and alſo of 
Dealers of every Denomination, and in itſclf 
not unjuſt or unreaſonable either, to expect a 
proportionable Profit, that is, fo much in the 
Pound or fer Cent, on all the Money employed 
in. Trade, whether originally paid for the Goods, 
or advanced for T: axes, which indeed the Dea- 
ler rarely diſtinguiſhes, and if he did, he would 
probably expect more upon the latter than up- 
on the former, for he frequently buys the Goods 
upon Credit, whereas, generally ſpeaking, he 
pays the Tax in ready Money. In the very 
next Inſtance, the value of the Goods, and the 
Tax upon them, are ſo effectually blended, that 
they paſs togetlier under the general Name of 
the Price, upon which, a proportionable Profit 
1 expected, by every one, of the various Dea- 
lers, through whole Hands they pals; and thus, 
by a repeated Accumulation of Profits, before 
they can be pnrchaſed by the Conſumer, the 
Taxes gradually ſwell to ſuch an Amount, that 
Perions eminently {killed in the Finances, and 
perfectly well acquainted with the home Con- 
ſumption of ſuch Commodities, as are charged 
with 'Laxes, have aſſerted, that Taxes und the 
Conſequences necetjarily attending Taxes, thus 
levied, draw out of the Pockets of the Peopie 
near ſixteen Millions per Aliuum, though not 
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one half of that Sum is paid, as the Produce of 
thoſe Taxes, into the Exchequer. Hence it 
comes to paſs, that a Drawback of the original 
Tax, or Sum paid in the firſt Inſtance, for Du- 
ty, cannot in any degree anſwer the purpoſe of 
Exportation to a foreign Market; ſince it reſtotes 
to the Exporter only the bare Tax or Duty firit 
impoſed, and leaves upon him the Burthen of 
thoſe repeated Profits, which is very often equal 
to the Drawback he receives; and conſequently 
thoſe Goods go as heavily loaded abroad, as they 
would have done, if the Tax had been paid by 

him, without any allowance of a Drawback. 
Ir follows naturally from the former Obſer— 
vation, that all Taxes ſhould be laid as near as 
poſſible in the laſt Inſtance, and upon the im- 
mediate Conſumer, and in proportion only to 
what he conſumes; which laſt Circumſtance 
has hitherto been very wilely practiſed in this 
Country, there being nothing more unjuſt or 
abſurd, than that a Man ſhould pay a Tax for 
what he does not conſume. Yet as obvious as 
this Abſurdity ſeems to be, it is neverthelets 
practiſed in France with regard to Salt, and in 
Holland with reipe& to Tea, French Wine, 
and many other Articles, for the Liberty of uſing 
which, People are compelled to pay a certain 
Sum, whether their Conſumption be little or 
much. The Deſign of this is to render the Re- 
venue more certain, whereas it 1s the Duty of 
every Government in railing of Taxes, to levy 
e them 


— —_— ** 
rr 


1 


them as equally, as eafily, and with as little 
Charge to the People as it is potlible, 

Mx next Poſition is, that all Perſons who 
gain their ſubſiſtance by hard Labour, and the 
lower Claſs of Manufacturers, who draw a 
Livelihood for themſelves and their Families 
from their Ingenuity and Induſtry, ought not 
to feel the Weight of any of the new Taxes; 
firſt, becauſe the Burthen they bear is great 
enough already; and ſeconcly, becauſe ſuch Peo- 
ple are extremely uſeful to the Publick, from 
the Manner in which they acquire their Bread, 
and would themſelves become a Burthen to it, 
if, by any unneceflary Addition, the Load 
ſhould be made too heavy for them to bear; 
for nothing can be more juſt, than that thoſe, 
who hardly earn the Neceſſaries of Life, ſhould 
have no farther Difficulty put upon them ; and 
nothing 1s plainer, than that, if any new Taxes 
were 1njudiciouſly laid, theſe valuable People 
muſt be the very firſt who ſink under them ; 
a Thing altogether inconſiſtent with the Genius 
of our mild and equitable Government. 

Ar TER laying down theſe Preliminaries, I 
propoſe, that the new Taxes which are requi- 
ſite to be impoſed for railing the neceflary 


Supplies within the Year, be impoſed upon the 
Folhes, Vanities, Vices, Luxorics, and extravagant 
Expences, of the bi Zber Claſſes of People, or thoſe 
Who affect to be thought ſuch. I preſume fur- 
ther to affirm, from the Experience reſulting 
from ſtrict and long Obſervation, that the fore- 
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going Articles are become ſo much the Taſte 
and Faſhion, and are thereby ſo thoroughly 
wrought into the Habit and Cuſtoms of the pre- 
ſent Age, that there is no Manner of Doubt to 
be made of their furniſhing an ample Proviſion 
for the Exigencies of the State, as neceſſary and 
as great as they are at preſent, 


I likewiſe muſt deſire Liberty to add, that 


in order to diſtinguiſh and encoutage the ſmall 
Number of Perſons who live rationally and fru- 
gally, in Spite of that Torrent of Profuſion and 
Exceſs which too commonly prevails, and in 
order to induce others to follow their Example, 
the new Taxes ſhould be laid on ſuch Articles 
of Expence, as that every Perſon may avoid 
paying to the ſumptuary Taxes at all, and be 
obliged to pay no greater Proportion than he 
himſelf thinks fit of thoſe that are neceflary. 

Bu r, if contrary to what has been hitherto 
experienced from the Reduction of Intereſt, and 
from other cogent Motives to Oeconomy, Peo- 
ple ſhould take this Occaſion to grow wiſer, 


and to ſet ſuch Bounds to their Expences, as to 


leſſen the Produce of the preſent Duties, or hin- 
der the new Taxes from bringing in what from 
the current Courſe of Things might be expected, 
then I take upon me to fay, that a new Modi- 
fication of our preſent Impofitions may take 
Place, by which the fixteen Millions, which it 
is conceived the People at preſent pay, may be 
very. much reduced, and yet the clear Reve- 
nue ariſing from them to the Publick be ſo 

much 
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much augmented, as to make good any Deſici 
encies occaſioned by fuch a Spirit of Frugality, 
waich 1s rather to be wiſhed than feared, rather 
hoped for than expected. 

IN order to this, reducing the Cuſtoms at 
preſent paid on many Species of Commodities 
that might be mentioned, will increaſe the Re- 
venue, and make ſome of the Drawbacks now 
paid altogether unneceſſary; both which are 
Things very much to be detired, as the former 
is atiended with many ill Conſequences, and 
the latter, generally ſpeaking, are the Parents 
of many Frauds and Abuſes, which it would 
be very difficult, if not impoſſible, to prevent, 
any otherwiſe than by removing the Cauſc. 

AMoNnGsT other pernicious Conſequences 
of Drawbacks we may inſtance theſe, that ma- 
ny of them, in Regard to our native Commodi- 
ties, enable Foreigners to export them ſo cheap, 
as to underſel us in our own Manufactures ; 
and on the other hand it may be obſerved, 
that our endeavouring to engroſs Manufactures 
that are not natural to us, and attempting to 
force their Progreſs by prohibiting the like Ma- 
nufactures from other Countries, or encouraging 
them by Bounties here, ate graſping at Shadows 
and loſing the Subſtance, have already excited 
Foreigners to rival, indeed underſel, us in ma- 


ny of our proper Manufactures and have at the 


tame Time diverted very conliderable Sums, as 

thoſe Bounties are generally charged on the Cu- 

toms, from falling into the Publick Revenue, 
THESE 
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Tusk Obſervations premiſed, we will draw 
a little cloſer to the Matter of Supply, and con- 
ſider, in the firſt Place, the different Methods 
that have been generally taken, in order to raiſe 
Money for the publick Service. 

Two ingenious Gentlemen, Mr Fauquier 
and Mr Poſtlethwayt, but more eſpecially the 
latter, have, by a Train of Arguments, ſome 
very plain and obvious, others deeper, but equal- 
ly concluſive, made it exccedingly clear, that 
going on to raiſe Money by increaſing the pub- 

lick Debt would be dangerous to our Conſtitu- 
tion, injurious to the domeſtick Trade and fo- 
reign Commerce of the Kingdom, deſtructive 
of publick Credit, depreciate the Security of the 
Proprietors of the preſent Funds, and, in the 
Space of a few Years, annihilate Part, if not the 
whole, of their Capital, or reduce the Intereſt 
fo low, as to fink it's Value extremely. All 
theſe pernicious Conſequences have been, I ſay, 
ſo fully demonſtrated by theſe Gentlemen, to be 
the natural Effects of this Method of railing 
Money, that it would be altogether unneceſlary 
for me to inſiſt upon or repeat their Reafons 
but, however, I eſteem it neceſſaty to take No- 
tice of ſome Points, that, as far as I can recol- 
let, have not hitherto becn mentioned. 
I the firſt Place, then, I obferve, that, as 
the publick Securities at three per cent. are now 
at about thirteen per cent. Diſcount, no new 
Loan can be expected on any new Fund, calcu- 
lated only to raiſe the Intereſt at that Rate, and 
Not 
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nbt-the:'Pcyneipal,: unleſs there be a Premium, 
Buxus Donrrur, Gratuity, or Benefit, of ſome 
Kindcor other, exceed ing in it's Value the pre- 
ſent Diſcount. It follows from hence, that, in 


order to raiſe Four Millions thtee hundred <Gdu- 


ſand Pounds clear into the Exchequer, the A- 
mount of the Premium given to the Lenders 
cannot be leſs than ſeven hundred thouſand 
Pounds, every Shilling of. which will be loft to 
the Puhlick, or become à Part of the new Debt, 


r gee was no Part of the Supply. 


F' s AV farcher, that though dere ed been 
various Merhods propoſed for making this ne- 
ceſſatʒj Recompence to the Lenders; yet turn 
the Modus Which: way you will, the Profit re- 
ſulting from it muſt Gill come up to the Sum 
befbrettivtioned 3 and, which is yet worſe, 
there has not been one of the Methods hitherto 
propoſed that has not .been attended with very 
high Inconveniencies, excluſive of that great 
Loſs which muſt be inſeparable from thefe Gra- 
tüities, in whatever Shape they can be given. 
As for Inſtance, *Life- Annuities, at ten Pounds 
for every thouſand, will avgment the annual 
Tax one per cent. for many Years. A Lottery 
Ticket on each thoufand Pounds will encourage 
a moſt pernicious Spirit of gaming, neceſſarily 
attended with Breaches of Truſt, Fraud, Bank- 
ruptcies, and other, perhaps, yet anthought of 
Iniquities, as is but too plain from what was fa- 
tally experienced in the laſt Lottery; and theſe 
Circumſtances, therefore, it duly confidered, 

TRA ought 
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ought to deter us from à Practice, the Miſ- 


chiefs of which are ſo cleatly foreſeen for the 
future, and have been ſo ſeverely felt from the 


Uſe of the like Expedients in Time paſt. 

On the other Hand, if a greater Intereſt be giv- 
en than 3 per cent. a5 it was actually given, upon 
three fourths of the laſt Year's Loan, the certain 
Effect of that will be the running down the 
preſent three per cent. Securities much below 
the large Diſcount. they lie under af preſent. 
For it is a Fact which eannot be queſtioned, 
that Multitudes of People look no farther than 
the Income, and annex in their own Idea, a 
Value to that, without any Reſpe& had to the 
Capital, as is evident from the preſent Prices of 
Bank, Eaſt- India, and South-Sea Stock; not᷑ 
are. the Cauſes of their running away with Nis 
Notion at all difficult to diſcover, | 

M y ſecond Remark is, that the old Pr 
tors of the preſent Funds have actually | 
the Compaſs, of a few Years, twelve Milliows ; ; 
that is, the Property they now poſſeſs, and 
have, during that whole Period, poſſeſſed without 
Alteration, is gradually funk ſo much in it's Va- 
lue. This unayoidable Loſs will be annually 
increaſing, if the Scheme of borrowing is pur= 
ſued, for every new Loan will make Money fo 
mach the more ſcarce; this will create a Neceſ- 
fity of heightening the Douceur, and there can- 
not be a more certain and inconteſtable, or 
at the ſame Time a more melancholy, 
Truth than this, that 8 is given to the 

new 
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new Proprietors, .diminiſhes in Value the Pro- 


perty.of the old ones, and in a very ſhort Series 
of Years, as this comes to be every Body's Cale ; 
it does not require any deep Reach of Thought 
to diſcern, the ultimate Conſequence of theſe 
gradual Neclenſions. . 1 Io, 

Icon now to preſent, the Reader with a 


more agreeable Proſpect ; for in the third Place 


Jam to obſerve, that, if any Methods can be 
ſuggeſted for raiſing the neceſſary Supplies within 


the Compaſs of the Year, this, in a very. ſhort 


Space, will raiſe even the very loweſt of the 
publick Securities to Par. For, as a great Pro- 


portion of the preſent Funds are held in Truſt 


for Infants, and, as the Proprietots of very large 
Sums ate, generally ſpeaking, Perſons who live 


within their Income, the Surplus-Money, that 
is, the Difference between the Expence and the 


. 


Income of ſuch Proprietors, muſt neceſſarily 
come to Market; and, if no new transferrable 
Funds are created, the annual or half. yealy In- 
veſtments in the old, will undoubtedly adyance 


their Price, give a new Face to our Affairs in 


this important, Point, and fix the publick Credit 
upon a freſh. and firm Foundation. This is a 
Thing ſo deſirable in itſelf, ſo apparently pro- 


ductive of good Conſequences, would ſo much 


contribute to Publick Quiet at Home, and would 
give the Nation ſo high a Reputation Abroad, 
that whoever has the Honour or Intereſt of his 
Country at Heart, cannot but wiſh, and of 
Courſe be deſirous, to contribute all in his 

| Power 
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Power to ſee it accompliſhed; and it is very 
happy for us, that even in che preſent diſtreſſed 
and diſturbed State of Affairs, there is very little 
more wanting than ſuch a Diſpoſition as this to 
accompliſh it. 

Ta1s leads us to contemplate ſome of the 
many Propoſals made for actually raĩſing the ne- 
ceflary Supplies within the Year, which T hope 
has been clearly ſhewn to be the only effectual 
Method of enabling us to continue this War, 
made in our own Defence, with the Vigour ne- 
ceſſary to procure us an honourable, ſolid, and 
_ laſting Peace. 

AMONGST thoſe Propoſals, that which deter- 
vedly ſtands in the firſt Place is the Tax upon 
Houſes, But, as I am apprehenfive, the Gen- 
tleman who propoſed it, is not entirely right in 
reſpect to the Number of Houſes, the Refits'6f 
which render their preſent poſſefſors capable'of 
contributing ſuch large annual Sums as ſtand in 
his Calculation, I have taken the Liberty to 
moderate that Eſtimate in ſuch a Manner, as I 

believe will bring them very near the real 
Rents; and, if I am not miſtaken therein, I 
ſee no reafonable Objection that can be made to 
the Sums charged upon each, as they are exhi- 
bited in the following Scheme, "which ſhews 
vhat | | & from ſuch a Tax at one 
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being 


191930 381 1 $ 1 48 e Vs 
| -Nomber of /, enam Nest, | App, Tax. Ano; Ampupe 
| II. nne 1. oh 4 1.4 1. . 
[| 2 50, 0 From g to 10 © I | + 250,000 
| 150, ooo 10 to 18 2 300, o 
| 100, 0 15 to 20 3 | 300,000 
f - $0,000 | 20 to 30 4 200,000 
0 30,000 30 to 50 6 180,000 
| 1 5,000 Fo to 100 10 150,000 
ſ 5,000 100 and upw. 20 100,000 
| — * Ar — — 
6, ooo 1,480, ooo 
ö All Houſes under 51. a Year, 
j which now pay the two Shillings 
Duty, to pay three Shillings more ; into 
and ſuppoſe thoſe to be 200, ooo, 39900 
theſe, at three Shillings each, | + + 
mounts io — — — / 
Total Produce of this Tax 1,510,000 
——U —v—y—ũ— —_—_— 
| N 111 9141 LOTT SQ 
[ TuIs Tax ought to be paid half yearly by 
| the Tenant or Qccupier of the Houſe, and not 
| by the Landlord, who being chatged already 
| with a Tax upon Land and Houſes, contribates 
| ſufficiently, that is, pays a full Proportion of his 
| Property towards the publick Expence, without 
i 
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being ſubjected to any new Tax. Neither 
would any new Re- Aſſe ſſment of the old be in 
any Degree equitable, ſince, after the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment has ſubſiſted for ſo many Years, 
it would be impracticable to alter it, 10 as to do 
Juſtice to thoſe who have expended vaſt Sums 
for incloſing and improving their Eſtatescin thoſe 
Parts of the Kingdom where the Tax is at? pre- 
ſent high, or have become Purchaſers of Lands 
at very large Prices, in thaſe Countries, where 
the Tax is more maderate; for, though it 
ſhould be allowed that the original Aﬀefiment 
was very unequal, any. Alteration in it now 
would be no leſs injurious, would diſeourage all 
future Improvements, and would at cleaſt: for a 
long Time create ſuch Incertainty in the Value 
of Land, as would render any ſuch Scheme, 
however plauſible in Appearance, vexceedin 
detrimental to the Pablick in it's Conſequence. 
AnoTueR Tax, the preſent Urgengy of At- 
fairs requiring: it, during the Continuance of the 
War, may be raiſed from the Number vf Ser- 
vants in every Houſe, to be paid by thoſe who 
keep them, every Maſter or Miſtreſd of a Fa- 
mily being allowed one Maid-Servant free, and 
paying for the reſt. All Lodgers, ſingle Gen- 
tlemen, and Ladies who do not keep Houſe, 
10 pay for every Servant they keep, asain other 
Reſpects =p © but Ass to publick 
Expence. >H bee Be- 196, 38D s dtivr 
8 $5 erg 4 ß abit Sh B 
hie. Lagen 
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The Tax upon Servants, No. II. a 


Upper Men Servants ont of Live 
Ditto, if Foreigners and Papiſts 
Men Cooks — — — 

Ditto, if Foreigners — — 
Livery Servants — — — 
Ditto, if Foreigners and Papiſts 
All other male Servants above ſixteen 

Years of Age — — — — 1 

Ditto, if Papiſts — — — — 2 

All Women Servants except one, or 
if kept by Lodgers — — — o 10 
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Tuts may poſſibly leſſen the Number of Li- 
very Servants that are now kept, which are 
moſt amazingly increaſed ſince the Year 1720. 
If this ſhould happen, it would be a great Ad- 
vantage to the Publick ; for ſuch Perſons are, 
in a Manner, uſeleſs Members of Society, and, 
when obliged to get their Bread in ſome other 
Way, would add ſomething to the Wealth of 
the Nation, which it is very plain they do not 
at preſent; and if every Gentleman who now 
keeps three would diſcharge one, he would cer- 
tainly be a Gainer by the Tax as well as the 
Publick. Neither would the Perſon ſo difchar- 
ved be any way injured ; for he might quickly 
learn to ſubſiſt himſelf either] by Labour or In- 
duſtry, or, if he made it his Choice, ſerve his 

| on. Majeſty 
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Majeſty by Land or Sea, where he would find 
it no great Difficulty to recover his former Em- 
ployment, and ſave ſome abler and braver Fel- 
of _ being initiated into that idle Courſe 
Life. Th Dre nrn A yr 4 
TukERxE is a Number of Perſons, who, under 
various Pretences of Breeding, Health, Improve- 
ment, Amuſement, or Pleaſure, ſpend a great 
Part of their Time, and ſquander very large 
Sums of Money in foreign Countries, to the 
Amount, in the whole, of a much larger Sum, 
than any who have not thoroughly conſidered 
this Matter, enquired carefully, or had proper 
Opportunities of ſatisfying their Enquiries, can 
poſſibly imagine; upon whom therefore there 
can be nothing more uſt or reaſonable, than 
that a Tax ſhould be levied by way of Compen- 
ſation for the flagrant Injury done to their Coun- 
try, by living out of it without any juſt Motive 
or real Neceſſity. _ el c Sa 


Tax upon Perſans reſiding in foreign Countries, 
For eyery Perſon under twenty-one Vears j 
of Age, who travels Abroad, or re- 
ſides there for Education, to be paid 

by the Parent or Guardiaa— — 4 

For every Perſon upwards of . 

4 


Years of Age, who reſides Abroad, 

except in a publick Character, or as a 

' Merchant, Clerk, or Servant — — 
THis 


e 
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Tas will 4 vo in many Reſpects a very uſe- 


ful Regilatio as well as a very reaſonable Tax, 
as it will in a great Meaſure prevent our Youth 
from imbibing the Errors of Popery under Co- 
lour of a polite Education, preſerve our Gentry 
from being tainted with French Fopperies, or, 
which is yet worſe, Italian Vices, and ſend our 
old Debauchees to do Penance in their declining 
Years at their own Country-Seats, inſtead of 
wearing out the laſt Remains of Life at Mont- 
pellier, Liſbon, or Naples; all of which deſtrue- 
tive Follies may be put, very unfortunately for 
this poor Country, into the Liſt of Wa. 
Faſhions. 
Wurm we conſider, that, through the Infir- 
mities which it is faid the exceflive Uſe of ſpi- 
rituous Liquors has ſpread through theſe King- 
doms, the Staple of human Hair is fo much 
ſpoiled, that, in order to ſupply the preſent 
Demand for Perukes, which is exceedingly in- 
creaſed by expenſive and ridiculous Faſhions, we 
actually remit to France for this Commodity, 
and to Turky for Goats Wool, upwards of thir- 
ty thouſand Pounds per annum, it cannot be 
thought amiſs to ſet ſome Bounds by a Tax to 
this Extrava , Which otherwiſe never will 
be ſet by thoſe who. have an Intereſt in Per | 
moting it, wy 


* 
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| eat "The Tax ben Peukes No. 15. . 46 


| I; 8. «fer ann 
ol Say ge Clas of Peogle * 5 10 
Middle; ditto — — — Fe 


Ueber che — — — 2 — 


War L firſt beard of « a Tax upon 1 
Petticaass, J muſt confeſs I thought it a little 
indecent, and not a little ridiculous; but find- 
ing; upon ſecond Conſideration, that we pay to 
the Dutch for Whalebone, and for Rattans to 


the Chineſe, upwards of forty thouſand Pounds 


pen atinum, I muſt freely confeſs, that I thought 
a Naty. equivalent to a Fine of the like Value; 


waz he propereſt Correction for ſuch au Indiſ- 


ciHian ; more especially when it is conſidered; 
what an ipneceflary Conſumption is created 
thexeby-ofi-lLvinnen, "Sto, and Silks, made into 
Apparelofen Women of all Ranks, It would 
be.vesygaiy-to be ludicrous upon this Subject, 

if dag, Qocefion: of ſpeaking of it did not compel 
os tobe ſerious; the Ladies would take it ill, 


and not without Reaſon, if we ſhould treat 


them as deficient in Point of Abilities; and infe- 
rior to us in Uaderſtanding; I am pretty confi- 
dent they do not think themſelves ſo, and 1 
conceive they are in the right, Upon this Prin- 
ciple I expect, that, having pointed out Taxes 


upon the Follies of our own Sex, they will not 


be offended that I touch upon ſome very idle 


E Expences 
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Expences in theirs ; which Remarks will not 
be whdlly uſeleſs, if they ſerve only to recom- 
mend them to their Attention. 

We pay a conſiderable Sum yearly to Fo- 
reigners for falſe Stones, Paſte, and other Imi- 
tations of. Jewels, and a much greater for 4work- 
ing up (if that Term be not miſapplied) ; theſe 
uſcleis and worthleſs Baubles, in Rings, Ear- 
rings, Necklaces, and a Multitude of other in- 
Hgnificant yet coſtly Ornaments, with which the 
Britiſh Ladies and American Savages are equal- 
ly taken; only what we call. Folly in one 1s 
{tiled Taſte in the other, I am 1 75 aid that the 


Uſe of Jewels, except amongſt Perſons of high 


Rank and independent Fortunes, if not liable to 
this, may fall under a ſeverer Cenſure, We 
may ſay the ſame Thing with regard to foreign 
Laces, rich Silks, and richer Brocades ; all of 
which are needleſs, expenſive (doubly ſo when 
flounced), and detrimental to the Manufactures of 
vur own Country, However, not to treſpaſs too far 

upon good Breeding, or break. } in with barbarous 
Occonomy upon Politeneſs, if the Ladies, as it 
lometimes happens, will be obſtinate i in their Opi- 
nions, let them enjoy them ; but, as they have one 
only Argument to plead in Excuſe, that of being 
diſtinguiſhed by that Mode of Dreſs, t theſe Trink- 
ets, and this Finety, let them repair the Injury they 
do to the Publick, and the induſtrious Manu- 
facturers of their own Country (to ſay nothing 
of theit Huſbands and Families, for that would 
be uncivil); I fay. let them repair this, by con- 
PREP tributing 


54. 


tributing chearfully to the preſent Neceſlijjes of 
| 'Þ of 4 Ka 4 1510 6 es 30 


the State. 
The Tax upon Female Ornaments. No V. | 


TR a7 EI 5 A: 7 1 th 
For the Liberty of wearing Hoop- “ 
Petticoats, Rings, except Wedding 
.and Mourning Rings, Ear-rings, \ 
Pendants, Croſſes, Bracelets, fo- MIB 
reign Laces, Silks, &c. &c. &c. | 
the loweſt Claſs — — — — 
The middle Claſs — — — — 2 2 


The upper: Claſt  — '— — '—= 7; 5 


| 
ö 
N Mx have ſeen within theſe few Years a ſur- 
7 prizing Inereaſe of daddle-Horſes, more eſpeci- 
f ally in the Neighbourhood of this Town; and 
c and if we conſider how many of theſe are clan- 
þ deſtinely kept by thoſe who cannot or ought 
x not to afford them, the Miſchiefs that follow 
0 this piece of Extravagance, which is commonly 
the firſt Sally of indiſcreet Youth, and at the 
5 ſame Time reflect, a ſhameful and melancholy 
Reflection it is! That the keeping of each of 
- theſe uſeleſs Beaſts, excluſive of other Expences 
that attend them, coſt more in the firſt Inſtance 


4 than any labouring Man, and the far greater 

pi Part of the Manufacturers in this Kingdom 

4 have for the Maintenance of themſelves and 
their Family, there cannot ſurely be the Shadow - 


\s | «Fan ObjeQtion to what follows. 
E 2 The 
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1 15 Ta ax upon Saddle- Horſes. No. VI. 


l. 
N every Hofe Mare, or Gelding, ex-) 
cept thoſe uſed by Farmers, kept e 2 
within ten Miles of London — — 
For every Horſe, Mare, or N 
kept at a gteater Diſtance | — 


THERE is yet another Folly, attended with 


as ill Conſequences, and which long Experience 


has ſhewn to be as incurable as any. "The Rea- 
der will certainly anticipate my Meaning, and be 
ſure, even if I did not name it, that it is CaRD- 
Pl AL ING. A Polly that pervades all Ranks, 

Sexes, and Ages, thi creates ſuch a Waſte of 
Time, leads to ſuch unthought-of, as well as un- 
heeded Expences, occaſions ſuch violent Altera- 
tions in our Tempers, interferes ſo much with 
every Kind of Buſineſs, and brings with it ſuch 
an inexpreſſible Train of ill Conſequences, as 
would require a very fertile Genius, a very 
extenſive Knowledge of the World, a great deal 
of Leiſure, and no ſmall Portion of Ink and Pa- 
per, o deſcribe at large. This, however, is not 
at all neceſſuy to ſup pport my Deſign; every 
Perſon of a ſober Undelftanding, which implies 
his not being infatuated with this faſhionable 
and yet fooliſh Diverſion, which renders all our 
Women-Servants Slatterns, and is the great 


Cauſe of Diſhoneſty i in the Men; I ſay, every 


ſuch 


29 


ſuch conſiderate Nenn will W give his 
Conſent to, ToH-2lbbs2 pony er. 


The Tax upon Cards, No, VII. 
BY N 
For the Liberty of playing at all lawful 
Games in any licenſed Family — x 1 
For a Licence to have a Card- - Aſſembly | 
one Day in a Week —. — 5 5 


N. B. This Tax to be . trebled, and 
ſo on up to thirty Guineas, but no Licences to 
be granted for Sundays, Which ought to be pre- 


ſented as a high Offence, deſtructive of Morals, 


and a very ill Example, and as ſuch ſtrictly pu- 
niſhable by the Civil Magiſtrate, and theſe Licen- 
ces x97 Rey Ao to lawful Games, for very {mall 
Sums of Money, and the Rate of the Cards 
fixed, ſo as not to exceed double the Price of a 
Pack in a Night. Perhaps many when this 
Folly muſt hg avowed, would think it more 
decent, and ſome find it neceſſary to lay it aſide. 
Tax fix laſt Taxes are of ſuch a Nature, 
that the Duty muſt be paid down at the time 
of entry, at the Exciſe. Offices, and with the 
former annual Supplies, will be, p:obably, ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer all Payments the Government 
will have: occaſion to make, till ſome Months 
after the firſt half yearly Payment of the Tax 
on the Tenants or 4 of Houſes, which 


will ſo fix the Amount of that Income, that 


Money 


— — 
— 
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Money may be borrowed upon it at very low 
Intereſt, more eſpecially, as it will be diſcharged 
in a very ſmall Time. 3 
As great as moſt of theſe Taxes, and as ſin- 
gular, and as extraordinary, as ſome of them 
may appear, there is no Perſon who can either 
with Truth or Modeſty, fay, that he cannot af- 
ford to pay them, for, if he does, his manner 
of living reproaches him, and the Anſwer is 
obvious. If he ſpends above his Income with 
a fraudulent Intention, he will pay the Tax to 
hide it, and then it is a juſt Fine to the Publick 
for his Wickedneſs. If his Expences are owing 
only to Indiſcretion, the Publick has as much 
Right to avail itſelf of that, as his Tradeſmen to 
be paid for their Goods, as long as his Fortune 
laſts; and he will have no Cauſe to complain 
of a Law, that by putting him in mind of his 
Circumſtances, obliges him to think, and there- 
by perhaps ſaves him from Ruin. | 
THERE is not a great Family in theſe King- 
doms, but may part with a Groom or a Helper, 
without the leaſt Prejudice to their Equipage, 
of which they may be convinced, if they will 
enquire and conſider how many Horſes are look- 
ed after, by ſuch a Servant, at an Inn, or a Live- 
ry Stable, What one Man does in one Place, 
can never require three in another, and the 
Tax will be attended with a further Conveni- 
ence, it will inform them of what, perhaps, 
they could never know any other way, viz. 
how many Servants they really feed and keep. 
| TuE 


TE 


Tu x number of Livery-Servants may be alſo 


reduced without any real Inconyenience, 
Women-Servants, who are to the Full as uſeful, 
not half ſo expenſive, and who are much more 


at a Loſs for a Living than the Men, may be 


increaſed. | 

Tux very Card- Money aid by many Fami- 
lies, if the, Maſters and Miſtreſſes would but 
take the . Pains to conſider. and compute it, 
would be found more than ſufficient to pay all 
the ſumptuary Taxes that have been pr prpoed 
and if People are not the poorer for contri 


to the publick Service, which at the bottom 10 


their own; they cannot ſurely believe they have 
any juſt Nelson to repine. If f publick Safety is 
not to be preferred to private Extravagance, 
publick Spirit is indeed extinct, but it would be 
unjuſt, as well as uncharitable, to harbour ſuch 
a Suſpicion, In an Age of Pleaſure, People do 
not leave themſelves proper Intervals for Thiok- 
ing ; thoſe whoſe Duty it is therefore, muſt 
think for them ; and when they ſeriouſly con- 
ſider, how juſtly Fey have thought upon theſe 
Subjects, they,,s will be Migpn rather than of- 
tended. 

THERE are a vaſt variety of Articles that 
may be placed in the Liſt of unneceflary Expen- 


ces, and are only the Trappings and Gildings 


of modern Vanity, and faſhionable Exceſs. 
Theſe may certainly be ſuſpended, at leaſt for a 
Time, without breaking of Hearts, or even 
throwing. People into the Vapours, We will 


enumerate. 
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enumerate Dily ace w of them. ! Coftly-Enter- 
taininecits} fplendid-Aflemblics, -conftanrftterts 


dance bn the! Operas, Midnight-Malquerates, 
profuſion: uf French Clatret, güded Equipages; 
en & Chimney-Pieces; fret Work Oielings, 
Chineſe Bells, wich all the train of © Fohages, 
Birds, Anchors, | and \wwatiety' of other *tabved \. 
Work, which ferve only to badbout Duſt, and 
may very properly be ſtiled dir 1 
enter vary fitly into this Catalogue. 
ChasE o Plate, the very cleaning of lich 
in many Faniilies - creates a very confiderable 
Expence, beſides the additional Iatereſt on the 
original Coſt, above that of plain neat! uſeful 
Plate, which upon any Emergency will be pro- 
duced for publick Service; whereas the Chaſed 
from this very difference in Price will be con- 
cealed. It would be no diffieult Taſk to indi- 
cite a multitude of other Articles, which, with- 
out a Diminution of true Magnificence, might 
be diſpenſed with, and the ſaving upon each, 
amount to a Sum ſufficient to pay all the ſump- 
tuary Taxes, regarding the ſeveral Ranks of 
People, by whom theſe Savings might be made 
for many Vears beyond the Period; that in all 
Probability this War will aſt. 
{Ur o N:the whole, the ſtately cup J of Luxury, 
Riot, and Extravagance, ate lache very Brim; 
and if the Owners will not ſpare a part of that 
Wezlth, which is fo. profuſely ſpent, for the 
Freer parian of. theic Country, they will drink 
. of FOE Nerggfery, 430 Ruin. 8 
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SevrRAL Taxes, beſides thoſe ; y propos 
ſed, have either been offered to the 1 | 
Print, or ſtarted in Conver tation; it may de | 
| 


"A. 


per to mention a few. Amongſt others, a Tax 
on Bachelors and Widewers without Children, 
from twenty-five Years of Age to ſixty, and o 
fingle Nomen, and Widows pt hee Children, 
from the Age of twenty-one to forty- five, with 
exception to Soldiers, Scamen, and Servants of 
both Sexes. There is certainly ſomething plau - 
ſible in this, at leaſt with regard to Men, for 
as to the Women, it may be preſumed, that jt 
is not theic Fault; and if ſuch a Tax ſhould be 
laid, perhaps every Bachelor and Witover 
ought to pay for a Female Friend. But to by 
ſerious, as there may be good Reaſons for Celi - 
bacy, and yet not fit to be explained; and as 
many of theſe Perſons vifibly tax themſelves; 
by liberal Contributions to publick Charities, I 
did not think it proper to be placed among thoſe 
that I recommend; believing alſo, that Mar- 
riages made to avoid a Tax, would not be the 
moſt happy, and the Tax, if paid, would poſ- 
ſibly be deducted out of the Charities before- 
mentioned; and ſo a little gained by Law, in- | 
ſtead of a great deal paid with a good Will, 

ANoTHER Tax has been ſuggeſted to de laid | 
on Tickets, for admiſſion at Ranelagh, Vaux- 
hall, Sadlers-Wells, Marybone, Sc. but as the q 
great Reſort to theſe Places, have drawn all j 
ſorts of Tradeſmen into large Expences, and 
have been one of the N Cauſes of thoſe 
F Combinations 
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Combinations, entered into of late Years, for 
raiſing the Prices of almoſt every thing we uuſe; 


there ought, methinks, to be no ſort; of doubt, 


that the Legiſſature, ſhould rather totally ſup- 
preſs them, than avail itſelf of them, by any 
lch Tole ration. 
A LARGE Tax, or rather a Prohibition, of 
hired Chairs, Chaiſes, Chariots, .or Coaches, 


paſſing through any Turnpites, within ten Miles 
of 1 


on, on a Sunday, has been thought re- 
quiſite to preſent han enormous Expences, in 
which too many Perſons, indulge themſelves, 
to avoid going to Church, 

Som x have thought, and indeed, there ſeems 
to be no juſt Objection to an annual Tax, 
on the Maſter or Miſtreſs of every Boy, that 
fhall be placed as an Apprentice to a Mantua- 
Maker, Lace - Chamber Milleners, Women- 
Shoemaker, Hair-Cutter, Ribbon-Weaver, or 
any other Trade, which can as commodiouſly, 
and with greater Decency be carried on by the 
Female Sex, that they may have more and bet- 
ter Opportunities, of getting independent Liveli- 
hoods, and not ſubſiſt wholly by the Generofity 
of ihe Men; beſides, this — oblige great 
Numbers of ſtrong, luſty, robuſt. Fellows, to 
ſeek - Employments more ſuitable than thoſe 
that have been, and many more that might be 
mentioned. 


eee 


prove altogether ſufficient, or ſhould be defective 


lot the preſent, in raiſing the dum that may be 
( | wanted; 


C 
L 
” 
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lick Supplies, within the Year, at à Time too 
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wanted; this Deficieney rtiay be made prod by 
granting Anmurtres tor Eres; and as theſe will 
not at all inter fere with the preſent transfer 


rable Securities, the Sutplus Mohey; Abat muſt 


from time to time come to Market; Will have 
the defired Effect of keeping up the Pricei of tho 
Funds, and thereby ſupporting: publick Credit. 

TIERE can be mb Propofal made of this 
Kind, and more eſpecially one of ſo thxWaordi- 
nary, and as we have been long taught to believe 
of ſo imptacticable a Nature, as raiſing the pub- 


when Neceſlities run ſo high, to which Objee- 


tions may not be formed; and therefore, that 
the Reader may perceive I deal candidly with 
him, and at the ſame time, enter tlie more 


thoroughly into the Spirit of my Propoſitions, 


I will very fairly and truly ſtate to him, all the 


Odjections that I can conceive this Syſtem, of 


raiſing the ſupply within the Year, will be lia- 


ble to, with any Shadow or Colour of Reaſon ; 
and to "theſe I fliall fubjoin ſuch plain and per- 
ſpicuous Anſwers, as will leave him without the 


leaſt doubt, that this is, of all others, the moſt 
eligible Method of raifing Money for the 
lick Service; and that, though I readily allow 


pub- 


it is not without Dificulty, yet it ſtill remains 


both defireable and pructirablliu. 
Tae firſt Objection will probably dome from 
' certain Sett of People, who have flattered 


themſelves with the hopes of bettering their pri- 


vate Fortunes, by Loans” upon” advantageous 


F 2 Terms 


—— — — — — ——— 


[ 536 1 

„Terms to the Publick. Theſe People will ſay, 
that, however plauſible Schemes may appear up- 
on Paper, and how ſanguine ſoever their Au- 
thers, yet they will be found to raiſe Hopes ta- 
ther than Supplies, and, that the Money this 
- way is not to de had. That the People find it 
very hard to pay the Taxes already impoſed; 


that the ſearcity of Specie is a general Complaint, 


and that an attempt of this ſort will only ſerve 


to make thoſe who are poſſeſſed of Money, 
more tenacious of it, than they were before, and 
3 induce them when applied to, in the 
reſource, to infiſt upon higher Terms. In 
anſwyer to this, I fay, that if the Money is to be 
had by way of Loan, it may with equal Certainj- 
ty and with much greater Eaſe, be had in the 
: ſeveral Methods before propoſed, becauſe it will 
be taken in ſmall Sams from the whole Body of 
the Nation, and in the moſt equal and equita- 
ble Proportions that can be adjuſted; that not- 
withſtanding the pretended Scar city of Sperie, 
and the fo much magnified Loud of Tan it is 
an undeniable Truth that Money is to be found, 
| becauſe it actually is found for innumerable Ar- 
ticles of Vanity, Luxury, and Curioſity; and 
to ſay that the very People (for upon thoſe our 
Taxes are to be laid) who run into exceſſive 
and extravagant Expences, may not retrench a 
ſmall part of theſe for a ſhort Time, if it were 
with no other View than to relapſe into the 
ſame Courſe of Life hereafter, is to controvert 
a a ſelf-evident Truth, and to affirm, that CPP 
Soy 


Lady could not ee a diſtreſſed Tunuq : with 
the dum that ſhe ſubſeribes to che On. Hat 
to come cloſer to the Objection. Where is the 
Money to be had for —— Muſt it netabe 
collected and drawn; together by a great Varitty 
of Methods; Will not theſe beeome every Near 
2 and more d:facult ? Ando in Proportien as 
preſent Funds fall and the gublick Gredit 
po gp Will not the Terms upon which theſe 
Loans are made riſe in Proportion? But, by rai- 
ſing the Supply within the Compals of the Year, 
and the Publick's receiving and iſſuing Monęy 
gradually, a conſtant, uniform, and ſteady Car- 
culation, will be kept up, and the Money come 
in eaſily and certainly at the ſtated Ties AKIN 
13 wanted; 
Tung ſecond Ob; chien will come: from. © very 
ie Sort of Folks, ſuch as are un willing, 
and who therefore perſwade themſelves that they 
are unable, t pay theſe Taxes. They will . 
firm, that Things are already puſhed as far: as 
they will go, that the generality of People live 
already at the Height of their Income, and that 
the Impoſition of ' theſe new Taxes will anſwer 
— other End, than to; expoſe out national. Po- 
| But a little Reflection wall convince us, 
os . there may be in Appearance, 
there. 18, in Reality, nothing at the Bottom. of 
this Objection, - If : this national Poverty chad 
been a Fact, that Profligacy and Diſſipation, in 
vhich Multitudes af People have lived for neat 
Je Vears paſt, would have made it ent 
ong 
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long ago; dt leaſt we muſt by this Time have 
been entering on a Courſe of Frugality and re- 
trenching ; but as this is not the Caſe; it is plain 
the Fact is not fo; and a Thing that does not 
eri can never be diſcovered, Beſides, many 
Incidents might be mentioned, which ought to 
have had, and which would have had, this Ef- 
fect, if national Poverty had been our Misfor- 
tune; but we ſee that, notwithſtanding theſe, 
the World has gone on at the od Rate, People 
have eat and drank as expenſively, drefled” in 
general as richly, kept up the fame Splendor in 
their Houſes, Furniture, 'and Equipages, and 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed their Magni f- 
cence, and therefore there is no Room to doubt 
that they will do ſo ſtill; or, if there ſhould be 
a ſmall Diminution, would there be any great 
Harm in preſerving the State, at the Expence of 


grand Entertainments, Card-Tables, and publick 


iverfions ? Are theſe become the Necefſaries 
of Life? Or ſhall we preſume to fay, that we 
will continue our Amuſements and purſue our 
Pleaſures at the Hazard of our Country! s Safe- 
ty? 
4 THE laſt Objection that J ſhall Nate, will, I 
have Reaſon to believe, be the firſt that is made; 
and it is this, That, though the preſent State of 
Things, and the Neceſſity of carrying on the 
preſent War with Vigour, may be made the 
Reaſon for impoſing the beſe Taxes, yet the People 
may have juſt Groynds to ſuſpect, that hel 


Taxes may continue, like 'ofþer Taxes, when 
thy 
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and whatſoever Faults they may find, I ſhall 
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the Motives for laying them no longer ſubſiſts. 
As this is but a Suppolitjon, 1 might anfwer it 
by. ſaying, that I ſuppoſe, juſt the contrary, 
However, let me be permitted to obſet ve fur 
ther, that theſe Taxes may be impoſed annual - 
ly, as we ſee the Land- Tax is; and as we haye 
never paid four Shillings in the Pound during 
the Time of Peace, there is as little Ground to 
imagine that we ſhall pay zheſe. The publick 
Faith, that we ſhall pay them no longer than 
the Continuance of the War, makes the Pay- 
ment of them abſolutely requiſite, muſt; be = 
principal Argument with the Legiſlature to im- 
poſe, them at all; and if the publick Faith be 
pledged to us, that their Necęſſity alone ſhall 
govern their Subſtance, we have a moral Cer- 
tainty that it will be complied with, The very 
Nature of our Conſtitution is ſufficient to filence 
all Apprehenſions of this Kind; and we have no 
Reaſon. to fear, that, after a free People have 
given ſo ſingular an Inſtance, of their chearful 
Concurrence, in the Support of Government, they 
ſhall be Joaged and , oppreſſed. by that very Go- 
vernment which they have thus ſupported. The 
Thing itſelf is impoſſible and impracticable, and 
therefore ought not to be feared. 3 

I is not altogether improbable, that ſome Ca- 
vils may be thrown out by ſuch as have been 


ſcraping and collecting Money, and have it now 


lying without Intereſt, with an Eye to the pub- 
lick Neceſſity. But with reſpect to theſe People, 


* 
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not give myſelf much Trouble, but endeavour 
to ſtand upon a Level with them; and as they 
will, no doubt, be very glad if my Plan ſhould 
nat ſucceed; fo I will freely confeſs, that it would 


- give me as much ſatisfaction to ſee them diſap- 


#vinted. The publick Intereſt ſhould be every 


honeſt and wiſe Man's Care; for, as to the nar- 
fow and private Views of accumulating a For- 


tune, and conſulting the Welfare of a Family 


rather than the Good of the Publich, it will ap- 
pear in the End a ſhort-fighted Scheme, becauſe 


the Opvlence or Indigence of particular Fami- 


lies will be neceſſarily governed by the Condition 
of the State; and therefore, he who is moſt 


tender of his Country's Safety, will, from the 
Event; be found to have made the beſt Proviſion 
for his on. ; | 8 


Ix reſpect to forming a National Militia, fo 


as to render it uſeful, and at the ſame Time 
to free it from all real Objections, as much as 
poſſible, it is propoſed, | 

Tuar the Number raiſed in England and 
Wales ſhall not, for the preſent, exceed thirty 
thouſand; for as, at this Juncture, it is abſolute- 
ly requiſite for the Defence and Safety of the 
Kingdom, and at the ſame Time carrying on 
the War with Vigour, that we ſhould have fo 
large a Body of regular Forces as has been be- 
fotementioned, many Difficulties might occur in 
raiſing a more numerous Militia, Beſides, 
whenever we obtain an honourable Peace, the 


Men who are 4:/banded out of the Troops may, 


with 


mY 10 ho 1 
Iz ig. 50 


eber Rank than har of Captain, to prerent 
any Diſputes that otherwiſe might ariſe upon 
5 — Conjunction with. regular Troops, - with 
whom it is propoſed they thould be intermixed 
Whenever they are ordered upon Service. 0 
TurszE thirty thouſand Men ſhould be. all 
'Bachehors, from the Age of eighteen to fifty; 
for in the other Method, of eſtabliſhing a Mili- 
tia by L:t, there will be this manifeſt Inconve= 
nience, that the major part of them will be 
married Men, whoſe Wives and Children con- 
ſequently will be thrown upon their Pariſbes, 
as ſoon as they are ordered to march; and Jet 
farther Miſchief might be apprehended, tha 
after leading for two or three Months 1 14 
Life, they would. be unwilling to return to La- 
bour, Ag. of Courſe, their Families would re- 
main a Burthon upon the Publick. We: 
ACCORDING to this Scheme, due Care mi oht 
be taken, that ſuch, as. enter into the Militia 
may be Perſons of faund Priaciptes, and known 
Loyalty to the King and the * Royal Fa- 
mily; whereas, if 25 Appointment of the Mi- 
litia were by Lot, Numbers of a very different 
Diſpoſition might | come to bave Arms put Bee 
G their 
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of proper Judges, whether all Officers who now 


4 
their Hande, contrary to what by this Scheme i: 
intended, 

It is propoſed, that the Pay of each private 
Man be forty Shillings per Annum, advanced to 
him without Deduction half yearly ; - and thar, 
beſides, every Man ſhould be allowed a Laced 
Hat and a Cochade, to give him a military Air, 


and, by that little Diſtinction, excite other 
young g Men to enter into the Service. 


Ir this Mil/tia be exercifed forty Times in a 


Year with due Care and Attention, it may be 


found ſufficient for all the Purpoſes expected 
from them. This may be done on Saturdays in 
the Afternoon, from one o' Clock to Hur, to 
avoid giving Offence to religious and ſerious 
People by their exerciſing on a Sunday ; which 
would likewiſe be attended with many other 
Inconveniencies, from that Crowd of Spectators 
on that Day of Leifore, which it is now become, 
who would be drawn from all Places in the 
Neighbourhood, under Colour of ſeeing their 
Brothers, Coufins, and Acquaintances, exerciſe, 
and probably ſpend the Evening with them at 
the Alehouſes, now licenſed alſo to ſell ſpiti- 
tuous Liquors, in Drunkenneſs, Riot, and De- 
bauchery ; and thus Neglect of religious Duties 
and Corruption of Manners, already but too 
common, would be propagated with a Kind of 
Authority, through every Village and Country 
Town in the Kingdom. 

IT is likewiſe ſubmitted to the Conſideration 


ale 


43 


are or ſhall hereafter be put upon half Pay, un- 


der the Degree of a Major, ought not to reſide 
in ſuch Counties and in ſuch Places as his Maje- 
ſty Mall be pleaſed to appoint, and incoll=d a- 


—— the Militia according to their Rank, and 
each of them be preſent when his Company is ex- 
erciſed, under a certain Penalty in Caſe of vo- 
luntary Abſence without Leave. 

WHENEVER, upon the Concluſion of a Peace, 
it ſhall become neceſſary to diſband a Part of the 
Army, it is propoſed, that all the Serjeants ſhall 
remain in full Pay, and be incorporated into 
the Militia; and that every private Man ſhall 
be at full Liberty to chuſe the County and Plate 
of his Reſidence, be likewiſe entered in the Mi- 
litia, receive the forty Shillings per Annum, and 
exerciſe with the reſt. 

WHrEeneveR a Man entered in the Militia 
married, he ſhould be immediately diſmiſſed 
from Service, upon his providing a proper Per- 
ſon to ſupply his Place; and it is very eaſy to 
diſcern, that this would be a great Advantage; 
for, upon any ſudden Emergency, and the 
Country's being really in Danger, theſe Men 
would probably offer their Service, though they 
ought never to be compelled to it, and would 
not only be more capable of doing their Duty, 
but would be alſo leſs likely to quit the Places 
of their Abode and' abandon their Families, as 
having had already a Tryal, and ſhewn a Dit- 
taſte for a military Life. 
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THERE are many other Alterations and A- 
mendments' that might 'be offered upon this 
Subject of a National Militia; but I torbear 
going into any more Particulars, as ſome Per- 
ſons of great Abilities and publick Spirit have 
been deſired to take under their moſt ſerious 
Conſideration, this great, important, and neceſ- 
fary Eſtabliſhment, upon which the Safety and 
Welfare of this Country muſt hereafter et 
and about which, therefore, too much Care 
and Circumſpection cannot be employed. 
Wr proceed in the /af? Place to examine into 


the Circumſtances and Condition of the Labou- 


rers and Manufacturers of this Kingdom ; con- 
cerning whom it has been often publiſhed in 
Print, maintained by many eminent Merchants 
and Traders, and even aſſerted in the moſt au- 
guſt Aſſemblies, that the Price of their Labour 
1s too high, which is attributed to the Share 
they pay of the publick Taxes; and that this ad- 
yanced Price of Labour is the Cauſe of the Di- 


minution of our Exports, and of the Decay of 


our Moollen and other Manufacture. | 

Bur as I am, and always thall be, an Advo- 
cate for the induſtrious Poor, even in the loweſt 
Station, 1 muſt, for the Sake of Truth, and in 
Defence of this uſe/ul and valuable Race of Men, 
beg Leave to differ even from theie great Au- 
thorities; and that what 1 have to offer on their 
Behalf may be the better underſtood, and my 
Reaſons be the more cle conneted, I will, 
with the Reader's Permiſtion, lay down ſome 


Poſitions 
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Poſitions that may ſerve to eſtabliſſi and ſuppott 
this Aſſertion, and ſhew that it-is not the _— 
of-Singularity, but Conviction; +: 1.,/ - 8 

Iv the firſt Place then, I ſay, that boy great 5 
Diſtinction is to be made between the Food and 
Raiment, which Solomon ſays is fit and conveni- 
ent for us; and the Bread of IJaleneſs, the 
Nouriſhment of Luxury, which tends to mπνο² ],; 
riſh, enervate, and intoxicate. The former 
certainly belongs of Right, to every induſtripus, 
Man, and if he is content with it, he ought) to 
have it, upon that great Principle, both of Di- 
vine and Human Law, 7tbat the Labourer is 
worthy of bis Hire; that is, of drawing a com- 
fortable Subſiſtance, from the Sweat of his Brow, 
and a laudable Application to his Buſineſs. If 
therefore, Taxes do not fall upon neceſſary Food 
and Raiment, and the other is out of the in- 
duſttious Man's reach, then all that I have ad- 
vanced in his Favour, is well grounded, and the 
Price of Labour, cannot with any Propriety be 
ſuſpected as the Cauſe of any ſuch bad Efedts, 
but they muſt be ſought for:elſe where, and no 
longer charged pon: Labourers and Manufac- 
turers. | 
Iv Reſpect. to Butchers Meat, all. Kinds of 
Grain, Roots, Garden-Stuff, Fruit, and many 
other Articles of Subſiſtance, we know very 
well, that they do not pay any Taxes at all, or 
at leaſt any, that if they were taken off, would 
reduce the Price of theſe Things, or put it in 


the 
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the Power of the induſtrious Poor, to come at 
them any cheaper. 

Tae only Taxes to which theſe. kind of Peo- 
ple are liable, and muſt of neceſſity pay, ate 
thoſe upon Malt, Soap, Candles, Leather, and 
Salt, the three firſt amount to a very ſmall Sum, 
becauſe they are properly laid, that is, ſo as to 
affect the Conſumer immediately. Beſides, Wood- 
Aſhes in many Places, are uſed inſtead of Soap, 
and ordinary People, Labourers particularly, ule 
but a very few Candles, The Taxes on Leather 
and Salt indeed, fall much heavier, as paſſing 
through more Hands, and eſpecially the laſt, as 
it is neceſſary in making Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, 
Bacon, Gc. however, even theſe, though they 
are rather too great a Load, cannot in the Sub- 
liſtance of a common Family, amount to any 
conſiderable Sum. 

Ir is alſo very true, that we cannot pronounce 
Strong- Beer, Spirituous-Liquors, Tea, Sugar, 
Tobacco, and ſome other Things of foreign 
Growth, that might be named, altogether un- 
neceſſary or unuſed by the common Sort of Peo- 
ple. But this may be very truly laid, that no 
Price of Labour, which ſuch Families can re- 
ceive, will permit them, to run into much Ex- 
ceſs in this Way. 

THe true and reaſonable Price of Labour, 
onght to correſpond with the Price of neceſſary 
Proviſions, including the Taxes that may lie up- 
on them, neither is there any great Difficulty, 
in diſcovering, whether Labouters and Many- 

facturers 
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faQurers have, or have not, ſuch a reafonable 
Price. If they have not, they will grow languid, 
ſickly, and infirm, their Spirits will droop, and 
their Strength fail them; on the other Hand, 
if they have more than a "reaſonable Price, they 
will grow idle, and indolent; make Holidays 
and Saint Mondays, and become in general a 
drunken and debanched Set of Fellows, - But 
then in making this Judgment, we muſt diſtin- 
guiſh, between ſuch as are employed in the Arts 
ſubſervient to Luxury, and the Labourers and 
Manufacturers, employed in uſeful and neceſſary 
Trades. The former, for a Time, have High 
Wages, which generally ſpeaking, corrupts their 
Manners. The latter have a fixed and ſettled 
Rate, and it is by theſe only, that we can frame 
a right notion of the Price. 

THE molt deſirable State for the labouting 
and manufacturing Part of the Nation, is, that 
they ſhould be induſtrious, have full Employ- 
ment, and from the Reſult of their Labour, 
have wholeſome Food and Raiment, the Produce 
of their own Country. This, I ſay, is what 1s 
to be wiſhed for, and ſtudied for their Sakes, 
and that of the Publick. 

I pRESUMEH to ſay farther, that if all the 
Taxes upon Neceſſarics were taken away, the 
Price of Labour would not be /eſ/ened, but La- 
hour itſelf would be diminiſhed, and thereby the 
Price of Labour would be rather increaſed. In- 
deed the Reduction of Wages, is a thing Viſio- 
nary and Chimerical, and J deſire, that thoſe 

Perſons 


9 12 ——— —— » —— — < - — «% 


48 


Perſons Who think otherwiſe, will reduce tlie 
Prices if they can, of the Workmen in and 
about this Metropolis, where they work only 
f ve, and ſome but three or four Days in a Week. 


If this cannot be done, with Relpect to them, 


why ſhould we think of doing it, with Reſpect 


to others, who are- better and more uſefully em- 


ployed? 


Upo this Subject, J will venture to ſtate a 


"few Matters of Fact. 


Ir has been calculated by an Author, who 


perfectly underſtood the Arx. on which he 
wrote, That a Pack of Moc 


made into Broad 
Cloth will give full Employment to f/ty-erght 


Perſons for one Week, and that their Labour 


will amount to ſeventeen Pounds eighteen Shil- 
lings, which upon an Average is about /ix Shil- 


lings and two Pence. 


THAT a Pack of Wool, made into fine Stoffs, 
Serges, '&c. will employ one hundred fifty. eight 
Perſons for a Week, and their Labour amount 
to thirty-one Pound; twelve Shillings, which is 


about four Shillings and one Penny upon an 
Average. 


THaT a Pack of Mool, al into Stockiige, 


wo ill employ one hundred and fifty Perſons for a 
Week, and their Labour, amount to fty- three 


Pounds ten Shillings, which is about ſever Shil- 


lings and #2wo Pence a ee, and the Labour of 


the whole, three hundred ji. ixty-ſix Perſons, is up- 


on an Average, no more than froe Shillings and 


g Pence per Week, 
NA A 
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I THOUGHT: it beſt to mention theſe Calcila- 
tions, in reſpect to the Maollen Manufacture, a 
being the moſt Important and Extenſive that 


we have, and therefore, without entering into 
the Particulars of other Manufactures, 1 ſhall 


content myſelf with this general Obſervation, 
that the Manufacturers in any of our Staple Ar- 
ticles, do not upon an Average earn themſelves, 
their Wives, and Children, above ten Shillings 
a Week, and the mere Labonrer not above ſever 
Shillings. 

Ir we conſider; tar the Air a Situation 
of this Country as an Hand, requires more ſub- 
flantial Food and warmer Cloathing, for the 
common Sort of People, than France and ſome 
other Countries, that might be named, I cannot 
. conceive,” that any Perſon, of a humane Dif 
tion, and who has a fincere Love for His Coun- 
tr and Countrymen, can deſire to fee the in- 
duſtrious Poor, earn leſs, than the Sutns that 

have been before mentioned. 

TAKING then, this to be the Caſe; the M- 
nufatturer, who ſpends ten Shillings a Week, 
pays in his Taxes upon Malt, Soap, Candles; 

ather, and Salt; according to the - ſtricteſt 
Calculation that can be made, about eighteen 
Shillings per Annum ; and as every Perſon ought 
to 3 8 ſomewhat, towards the ſupport of 
the Government, by which he is protected, the 
Proportion of ſuch a Manufacturer is vety ſmall, 
and of.. Conſequence the Clog, that this brings 
upon Trade, cannot be very great. 

H THERE 
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TRAERE are indeed Things which preſs, Har- 
der upon our Manufa#turers, and therefore it is 
to be wiſhed, they were removed. For Example, 
the Credit they take for ſmall Sums, and the In- 
conveniencies that have ariſen from Courts lately 
erected in many Places, for the Recovery of ſuc 
ſmall Debts. | 8 BEE 

A mMosT injurious Practice has prevailed, in 
many of the manufacturing Towns, to force the 
poor Workman to buy all his Proviſions, &c. 
of his Employer, from Monday Morning, to Sa- 
turday Evening, and this too, at a very advan- 
ced Price. I will ſuppoſe it to be only five per 
Cent, which, I am afraid, is much %s than is 
commonly charged, But admitting it to be no 
more, then the poor working Man, for this 
Loan of Zen Shillings, in the Courſe of the 
Week, pays an Intereſt of fuo hundred and fix- 
ty per Cent. or one Pound ſix Shillings per An- 
num, which is conſiderably more, than the 
Amount of all his Taxes. At the fame time that 
we ſuppoſe this, we muſt alſo ſuppoſe, that he 
is ſtrictly punctual in diſcharging his Debt, every 
Saturday Evening; for, if be once falls under 
the Denomination of a ad Paymaſter, he is 
from that Moment charged dearer for e 
thing. At length perhaps he has the trouble 
of a Lau- Suit in one of the new erected Courts, 
where the Value of his Time (which is eve 
poor Man's Money) at leaſt the Time of both Par- 
ties and their Mitneſſes, in attending upon ſeve- 

ral Summons's, hearing, paying, and receiving 
| the 


1 
the Money at the Times ſettled by the Court, 
amounts, in many Inſtances, to more than the 


Sums recovered, and all this, is an irtetrievable 


Loſi, not to the Parties only, but to the Pub- 
lick. 


Ir muſt indeed be actnowliel ged, chat Suits 
in the Courts of Weſtminſter- all ate attended 


with a very great Expence, on /mall. Sums. But 


though this may ſcem a Hardſhip, at fr/f Sight, 


yet, perhaps the Inconvenience it prevents, may 
be greater than any that it may occaſion, For 


this is found to bridle, and reſtrain, in a great 


Meaſure, that litigious Spicit of Reſentment and 


Revenge, which ſeems to be too much 1mplanted, 
or rather is too often zn/uſed into the Minds of 


the common People, 


THE moſt effectual Remedy for this Evil, 
the only Way to avoid the Expence, and to 
quench this contentious Spirit, is to take away 
all Credit for Sums under five Pounds; which 
will be an annual ſaving of an immenſe Sum to 


the lower Claſs of People, From hence, too, 


their Betters may, if they pleaſe, learn this uſe- 
ful Leſſon, to buy every Thing with ready Mo- 
ney, and have no Tradeſmens Bills, In both 
Caſes, I mean with the greateſt and with the 
loweſt of the People, a ſingle Alteration in Ma- 
nagement will fix the defired Regulation for theic 
Lives. Let them but raiſe Money by any law- 
ful Method, to anſwer the Amount of their 


Expences, for a Week, a Month, os any other 
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given Portion of Time, and the ſubſequent 
Wages, Income, or Revenue, will ſupply ready 
Money in Succeſſion, to anſwer all ſubſequent 
Demands. 

FrRoM What has been advanced, I muſt con- 
feſs it appears clearly to me, that the Price of 
the Labour of. the Sorter, Dryer, Scribler, Car- 
der, Spinner, Spooler, Winder, Quiller, Burler, 
Scowerer, Fuller, Rower, Shearer, Racker, Preſ- 
ler, Thrower, Doubler, Comber, Sizer, Seamer, 
Trimmer, Knitter, or Weaver, is not too high, 
neither can the Taxes paid by them be the real 
Cauſe of any Decay in our Exports; on the con- 
trary, I think they deſerve very well all that 
they get, and ought to be relieved from the 
Oppreſſion of thei Maſters, in paying them 
their Wages in Proviſions and other Things, and 
ſome of them too Exotics, It was the memo- 
rable Saying of the French King, Henry the 
Fourth, that he hoped to fee the Time, when a 
Peaſant ſhould have a Capon for his Supper. 
For my own Part, I am fo much of his Mind, 
that I cannot help wiſhing from my Heart, that 
every honeſt induſtrious working Family, for it 
is the Labour of ſuch that conſtitutes the Strength 
and produces the Riches of this Nation, might 
dine once a Week upan the Roaſt Beef and 
Pudding of Old England. 

Bu if it mould be demanded, what then 
are the real Cauſes that our Manufactures come 
ſo dear to oreign Markets; the Anſwer is, not 
the high . rice paid for the Labour of the Poor, 

but 
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but the Profits, which may beſt be calculated 
from the Expences of other Claſſes of People; 
ſuch as the Wool:-Stapler, Clothier, Factor, 
Warehouſe- Man, Cloth- Worker, Dyer, Setter, 
Cloth-Drawer, Calender, Hot-Preſſer, Tillet- 
Ds Packer, Hofier, Merchant, Ship-Buil- 
der, -Rope-Maker, Sail-Maker, Sbip-Chandlet, 
Prong and many other Tradeſmen, 
concerned in fitting out Ships, moſt of which 
live in this or ſome other great Town at a high 
Expence, many keeping Count y Houſes, and 
who, notwithſtanding all this, expect to leave | 
large Eſtates to their Families, | 
I wouLD by no means be underſtood, to caſt 
by this any the leaſt Reflection on theſe uſeful 
and valuable Members of Society, for whom 1 
have the . greateſt Honour, Eſteem, and Re- 
ſpect; what I have ſaid, I have faid from a 
ſtrict Regard to Truth, and mean by it no more 
than an Admonition to thoſe who live by Com- 
merce, to conſider how that Commerce, and of 
Conſequence their Livelihood by it, and that of 
their Poſte * brought up to ſome or other 
of theſe wn es, may be moſt effectually main- 
tained and preſerved. | 
Wurm the TRADE of this Nation was in it's 
Infancy, our Anceſtors nurſed it with the utmoſt 
Care, the moſt indefatigable Induſtry, and by a 
frugal, or rather parſimonious, Manner of Liv- 
ing. As we had then few or no Competitors, 
it grew ſurprizingly faſt, and brought immenſe 
Treaſures into the Kingdom, As our Mer- 
e cans | 
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chants and eminent Tradeſmen became opulent, 
they, from that Spirit of Liberality and Genero- 
fity, which is natural to our Nation, increaſed 
their Expences as they extended their Com- 
merce ; which was laudable in them; for it is 
right for every Man to live ſuitably to his In- 
come, as it is diſhoneſt for any Perſon to excecd 
N. 

I 81NCERELY Wiſh, that our Merchants might 
live like Princes, and our Traders as if they 
were the Rulers of the Earth; but at this Time, 
when every Nation in Europe is ſetting up, or 
endeavouring to ſet up, Manufactures in Oppo- 
ſition to ours, are inclined to rival us in our fo- 
reign Trade, and, in order to this, practiſe the 
ſame Methods that our Anceſtors did, there 
ſeems to be an abſolute Neceſſity, if we reall 
mean to preſerve it, to lay aſide the Articles of 
Foreign Luxury, and return to the old plain 
Engliſh Way of living, which will bring with it 
Peace of Mind, Health of Body, an Augmen- 
tation of People, an Increaſe of Shipping and 
Navigation, and a Revival of our Manufactures 
and Commerce, in Spite of all the Arts that can 
be uſed to depreſs the one, or to curtail the other. 


